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Minister’'s Meditation

The Rev. Jennie Barrington, Interim Minister

""Help, Thanks, Wow” (Title of a book by contemporary spir-
itual writer, Anne Lamott)

Dear Members and Friends,
2701 Heyward Street, Columbia, SC 29205

803-799-0845 e www.uucolumbia.org ) . .
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provided). But I can write, here, how appreciative I am of the seven people who have agreed to serve on the
committee to search for a settled minister. This will be one of the most important undertakings to occur in our
congregation in a decade. The LDC worked with a rubric of skills and qualities which, when combined, would
make for a successful team. The LDC and I are thrilled to have such excellent skills and qualities on UUCC’s

Search Committee. The seven members are:

Linda Brennison, Rod Brown, David Crockett, Rebecca Drennan, Brian Dudick,

Ann Johnson, and Buzzie Kelly.

I truly hope to see you at the Annual Meeting on May 22™! We will vote on a budget for the coming year,
elect officers, trustees, and members of the LDC and Endowment Committee. And we will affirm the seven
person slate for the Search Committee. And I also truly hope to see you for the worship service preceding the
Annual Meeting! We will have a Bridging Ceremony for our graduating seniors, and also the Child Dedication
and Naming Ceremony for baby Tripp. The worship service will be very beautiful and moving, as we honor
different generations in our congregation, and recall, anew, how much we have to teach each other, and how

much we are continually enlightened and enriched by each other.

With thanks and care, Rev. Jennie “It’s a privilege to be here.”



Directions
Reflections

Expressions

Gratitude Aplenty!

What a glorious celebration May 1* turned out to be. We worshipped, we ate, we purchased, we danced. Was
anything missing? I think not. With so many wonderful people pitching in to create a magical experience for
our congregation, the weekend was destined to be successful. My list of thanks is long and I hope inclusive.

Let me first start by thanking our brilliantly talented high schoolers and middle schoolers for their participation
in the Beltane Ritual and service. (They were “voluntuded” into taking this on.) They planned, rehearsed and
even drew the cover art. In just over 2 committee meetings, 2 class times and 3 hours of additional rehearsal,
they put together that entire service! They met with Rev. Jennie and me a total of 8 hours to plan the service
and practice running through their lines but I was the one who learned the most! I am so thankful they have
again shared their talents with us. Bravo/Brava to our youth!

And then there were the numerous adults who either chaired an event or gave so much of themselves to ensure
Beltane was a success.

Bethany — as always, your cheerful presence and thorough organizational skills were masterful. We
know anything you touch will have special sparkle.

Gail — your quiet work-behind-the —scenes and creativeness always lend magic to all you touch and are
involved with. Thanks for your energy and for your love of the printed material.

Cindy Blackman — your gentle guidance with directing our ritual to maintain its sacredness was
priceless.

Nancie — your Maypole for the children was lovely and your talents at MCing an event-spectacular!
And thanks for stepping up last minute to take on a role in the ritual.

Book schleppers — Linda McLeod, Morgan Maclachian, Emilio Perez, Adam Z., Benny, Buzzie Kelly,

talents. You made the book sale possible.

Beltane Crafters’ Faire — Storlazzi-Johnson family, Sullivan family, White family, Shillington-Perez
family and Dawson family!!!! Your strong backs and giving hearts are what make this congregation the best
place to worship in Columbia!

And to our congregation as a whole - thank you for supporting our youth!

Stephanie Palmer-Smith



Notice of UUCC Annual Meeting for 2016

The Unitarian Universalist Congregation of Columbia will have its annual meeting immediately following the
service on Sunday, May 22, 2016. All attending are requested to sign in in the foyer so that we can confirm a
guorum and have a complete record of attendance.

Items to be Voted On:

1. Approval of minutes of the Annual Meeting of June 7, 2015

2. Affirmation of the Ministerial Search Committee:
Linda Brennison
Rod Brown
David Crockett
Rebecca Drennan
Brian Dudick
Ann Johnson
Buzzie Kelly

3. Election of Officers, Trustees, and Members of Leadership Development & Endowment Committees
President-Elect Richard Culler
Treasurer (1 year) Bob Whitaker
Secretary (2 years)  Sandy Chubon
Trustee (1 year) Joan Watterson
Trustee (2 years) Patrick Saucier
Trustee (2 years) Cheryl Soehl

Leadership Development Committee
Regina Moody (2 years)
Terrence Sullivan (1 year)

Endowment Committee
John Logue (3 years)
Dot Brown (3 years)
Bob Whitaker (3 years)

Nominations may also be made from the floor with the consent of the nominee.

4. Adoption of 2016-2017 Budget

Submitted by Sandy Chubon, Secretary, UUCC Board of Trustees, May 5, 2016



Thank You

What a great job we did with the NAMI Walk on Saturday, May 7. Thanks to all of you that participated
in the NAMI Walk down Main Street to the Soda Market on a beautiful sunny morning. We made a good
presence in the community representing UUCC with about twenty of us attending the walk.

Donations in the amount of $1,110 were made to NAMI in the name of UUCC, which is an
amount to be proud of. Thanks to everyone who was involved in one way or another. Special thanks to Co
-chairs Jeanette Walton and Cheryl Soehl.

Unitarian,
, Universalist

Congregation of Columbia




News and Notes

Pledge Drive Update

We have received over $203,000 in 2016/2017 pledg-
es. Thank you for your support of the funding goals for our
budget. There are many pledge cards that have not yet
been returned. Please get those cards in as soon as possible
so we can finalize our budget. It is important that we
know what funds will be available for our entire congrega-
tion, programs, and operating expenses.

You can email your pledge amount
to uucc@uucolumbia.org. Pledge cards and envelopes
are also available in the foyer and may be returned there,
put in the collection plate, or mailed back. Thank you, Joe

Long, Finance Chair

Treasurer’s 2015/2016 Budget Update
for 4/30/2016

Pledges needed: $180,050

Actual Pledges received: $169,355

Shortage: $10,695
To all who pledged to support the UUCC for 2015/2016:

If you have not paid your pledge or are behind in
your pledge, please consider how much your promise
means to the livelihood and continued viability of the Con-
gregation. Pledged funds represent 85% of the income of
the UUCC. Failure to receive pledges can create a serious
lack of funding for all the UUCC’s wonderful activities,
not to mention the salaries of our minister and staff.

So, if you have pledged to support the UUCC,
please be sure your payments are up to date. With grateful

appreciation, Linda Brennison, Board Treasurer.

UUCC Delegates for

UUA General Assembly

The annual UUA General Assembly will be held in Co-
lumbus, Ohio this June 22-26. The Board of Directors has

voted its intent to approve a full slate of delegates to repre-

sent our congregation and to pay for part of the registration
fee. If you are a member and are interested in being a dele-
gate, please submit your name. Our congregation gets up
to five delegates and we already have two names. If inter-
ested, please contact Richard Culler

at bdmember3 @uucolumbia.org.

Harvest Hope Food Donations

The UUCC Harvest Hope food basket is delivered each
Monday to Harvest Hope where it is used in the distribu-
tion of groceries to the many hungry people who come to
the food bank for help. They need items such as canned
goods, pasta, flour, sugar, rice, cake mixes, and other non-

perishable foods (no glass please).

Meals on Wheels for Pets
A beloved pet can be the only companion for many home-
bound seniors. The animal mission of our
congregation asks you to give a thought to

these animal companions. Donate any uno-

pened pet food or supplies in the Social Hall
by the front doors.

Register Now for our Fall Mountain
Retreat, September 16-18

Lots of fun, games, workshops, bonding, campfires, spirit-
uality, nature, beautiful views and much more. If you
haven't experienced The Mountain you have missed some-
thing special. Register online at www.themountainrlc.org ,
by phone during office hours at 828-526-5838, or pick up
a registration form from the Membership table. Adults-
$190. Youth 8-17-$70. Kids 0-7-Free! (new deal!) 2
nights, 6 meals. Questions: Ginny Verne-803-786-7114 or
Joan Watterson-803-787-7873.
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Sunday Greeters Needed

Don Dodson is now coordinating the greeter program and
looking for volunteers who would like to join our merry
little group. Greeters have options of dates when they vol-
unteer and it is usually from 10:30- 11:00 a.m. when ser-
vices start. Occasionally we need someone from 10:00-
11:00 a.m. For many visitors this is their first impression
of UU and a personal “good morning” and “welcome™ al-
ways helps in creating a welcoming atmosphere. Please

contact Don at ddodson@sc.rr.com.

Art Exhibit
“Connections,” an exhibit of art quilts by
Janet Swigler in the Social Hall.

Chalice Pins For Sale Sundays
We have some nice UU chalice lapel pins that will be in a
basket at the greeter table. We are asking for a $5 donation

for each pin with all proceeds going to CYRE.

Calling Artists for Art Group
If you are interested in working on your art
with others for support, encouragement and

feedback, the Art Group is for you. We meet

=== weekly on Thursdays from 10:00 a.m. -
noon in the UUCC Social Hall. Bring your own supplies
and prepare to enjoy the company of other artists at no
cost. No instruction provided. Please contact Ruthie Saun-
ders at rsaunders@sc.edu if you would like to participate or

if you have questions.

Chair Yoga, Tuesdays

Chair yoga entails about 45 minutes of

real yoga but it takes place mostly seated.

It is ideal for people who want to improve

flexibility but who do not like (or, for

physical reasons, cannot do) the typical

yoga class. Chair Yoga meets in the UUCC Social Hall at
11:00 a.m. on Tuesdays. If you are new to the group and
have questions or would like to participate, please contact

Ruthie Saunders rsaunders@sc.edu.

Writing Group

Please join us for the UUCC Writing Group on the sec-
ond Tuesday of each month from 6:30—7:30 pm in Room 5.
Feel free to bring something that you have written and
would like to share with the group. Each month we will
discuss different writing styles, topics for writing, and
share our stories, biographies, poems, songs and anything
else we can imagine. If you have any questions, please
contact Christina Seel at 803-776-7138 or
chseel@bellsouth.net

Transitions Volunteers Needed Second
Saturday of Each Month

UUCC has a recurring obligation to help serve the evening
meal at Transitions Homeless Recovery Center, 2025 Main
Street in Columbia, on the second Saturday of every
month. Contact Bob Whitaker at bobwhit46@gmail.com.

Proselytizing our faith? No way, you say!
But do you have website design and/or maintenance exper-
tise along with some time to volunteer (from a few hours to
an on-going specific commitment)? UUCC needs your
skill. Contact Andrea (uucc@uucolumbia.org) for infor-
mation about how you can help publicize and promote our

congregation!

Stop Gun Violence Rally, May 12

As many of you as possible please join us on Thursday,
May 12, at 11:00 a.m. at the State House for "Hands
around the State House - Let's stop Gun Violence". This is
in response to closing the "Charleston Loophole" in the
South Carolina gun legislation. If you recall, last fall we
signed letters to our legislators asking that they take action
on this law and this rally is showing our support. We will
actually meet at 10:50 a.m. on the Gervais Street side of
the Capitol. If you have a Standing on the Side of

Love shirt please wear it. Please give this your every effort

to be there as a good showing is important!
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UUCC Visitor Orientation, Sunday, May 15
Our next Visitor Orientation class will be held on Sunday,
May 15 in the UUCC Library. We will begin about 15
minutes after service and usually end in about 45 minutes.
Light refreshments are served. If you are new to the
UUCC, or have come for a while and have questions, then
this session is for you. This class is designed to help famil-
iarize you with the principles of Unitarian Universalism
and answer any questions you might have. For more infor-
mation contact Patty Drews at member-
ship@uucolumbia.org or 803-931-6799.

Americans United Meeting, Sunday, May
15

The Columbia Chapter of Americans United for Separation
of Church and State will meet Sunday, May 15, from 12:30
-1:00 p.m. in Room 8§ at UUCC. All are welcome!

Final 2016 Common Read Discussion
Group, Sunday, May 15

A final discussion of the 2016 UU Common read Just Mer-
cy will be led this Sunday, May 15, at 1:00 p.m. in room 7.
Many members bought the book (Thank You!), and pre-
sumably read it. If you have read or are reading Just Mer-
¢y, please join us. There cannot be too many perspectives
on this important subject. It is an excellent read and I rec-

ommend it whether you participate in the discussion or not.

Adult Choir Practices & Sings May 22
The Adult Choir will practice at 9:30 a.m. on Sunday, May

22 in the Sanctuary and sing during the service.

UUCC Book Club, May 22

The next UUCC Book Club meeting is Sunday, May 22 at
6:30 p.m. Rebecca Drennan will facilitate a discussion on
Being Mortal by Atul Gawande. We will meet at a mem-
ber’s home. The UUCC Book Club is open to all members
and friends of UUCC. Please contact Ruthie Saunders if
you have questions or would like more infor-

mation: rsaunders@sc.edu.

September Set, Friday, May 27

Our monthly September Set for our UUCC Seniors will be
held Friday, May 27. We will begin at 6:00 p.m. in the So-
cial Hall with conversation and getting to know each other
better. Bring a dish to share and join in the fun. Long time
and new members and friends are welcome. We hope to
see you there. Contact Jean Capalbo at jacapal-
bo@gmail.com or Pat Mohr at patmohr@mindspring.com

with any comments or questions.

Birthday Sunday, May 29

May-born members — we will be celebrating your birthdays
on Sunday, May 29! Celebrate with us as we sing happy
birthday to all our May birthday members. If you have a
May birthday and would to share that information with the
congregation, please email Stephanie at:

dre@uucolumbia.org

Solar Power Demonstration, Sunday, June
12

Phil and Lis Turner have recently installed solar panels and
they are holding an open house on Sunday, June 12 from
3:00-4:00 p.m. A representative from ReNu Energy Solu-
tions will conduct a tour of the installation and present in-
formation on the location of homes where solar makes
sense, costs, tax credits, and the SCE&G incentive pro-
gram.

Any orders for solar panels from ReNu Energy
will result in a $500 contribution to the UUCC. If you are
thinking about a solar panel installation or are just curious
to see one in action, this is a good opportunity. Please let
Phil or Lis know that you are coming so we can make sure

we have space (pturner@unt.edu).

Women’s Book Group, Tuesday, June 14
The Women's Book Group will meet Tuesday, June 14 at
7:00 p.m. in Room 8 to discuss The Goldfinch by Donna
Tartt. Anyone with questions may contact Sandy Chubon,
776-0784 or sjichubon@sc.rr.com.
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Second Annual End of Pledge Drive
UUCC Picnic

Saturday, May 21
3:00 p.m. until ...

Join us at Suzy Garland's beautiful property: 105 Davis Drive, in the Pine Ridge area of West Colum-
bia. Note- this address does not work with all GPS.

BRING: Lawn chairs, a picnic dish to share, fishing poles, musical instruments, frisbees, games, sun
block and bug repellent

WE WILL PROVIDE: Burgers and hot dogs, condiments, tea and lemonade, Suzy's nice big pond
stocked with fish, someone to help the kids with fishing.

WE NEED: One more grill for cooking.

No pets, please.

Directions
From Northeast: [-77 towards Charleston, take Exit 1. You will end up on Fish Hatchery Road. Go 3.3 miles from
light at top of hill (intersection of 321-Charleston Highway). Turn right on Davis Drive at balloons. 105 Davis Drive is
second driveway on right. Address is on mailbox.
From Columbia: Follow Blossom Street, US-176E/US-21S/US-321 S and Fish Hatchery Road to Davis Drive. Turn
right on Davis Drive at balloons. 105 Davis Drive is second driveway on right. Address is on mailbox.
From Irmo: I-26 towards Charleston, take Exit 115. Stay in Right lane, will shunt you onto Fish Hatchery Road. Turn
right on Davis Drive at balloons. 105 Davis Drive is second driveway on right. Address is on mailbox.
If lost: Call Joan Watterson at 803-381-7208
Pine Ridge Police patrol this area, follow posted speed limits!



Religious Education

Register Now for Hogwarts Summer
Camp

Hogwarts Summer Camp registration is
going on now. Do you have a young wiz-
ard whose magic needs a little brushing
up? Or do you have a little wizard-want-to
-be who needs to learn the craft? Camp
runs June 27 - July 1, 9:00 a.m. though
3:00 p.m.

Registration is open on a first "

come, first serve basis and space is limited so register
early! Contact Stephanie at dre@uucolumbia.org or 207-
400-9428 for more information on registering. Let the

magic begin!

Children’s Choir
¢ May 15 Rehearsal at 10:20
e May 22 Rehearsal at 10:20- singing during the ser-

vice

Children Youth Religious Education Cal-

endar

Sunday May 15™ Closing Celebrations in CYRE and
HSYG and MUUGS walk to Dairy Bar
at 12:30!

Sunday May 22" Multigenerational Service/Bridging
Ceremony

Sunday May 29" Family Service. Childcare will be
provided for children 4 and under.

Sunday June 5" First Day of Summer CYRE “Life on
the Farm” by Ginny Verne
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UUCC Board of Trustees
Summary of February 17, 2016 Meeting

The Board of Trustees met February 17 from 6:30 PM to 9:57 PM.

Treasurer’s Report

Linda Brennison reported that our revenue shortfall increased this month from $5,505.31 to $8,854.23. Reve-
nues are under budget by 4.8%. Building rentals are over budget. No fund raisers to benefit the general
budget have been held this fiscal year.

Ministerial Settlement Weekend is scheduled for March 5 & 6 with Rev. Ann Marie Alderman as the consult-
ant/facilitator. She will meet with the Board on March 5 and she will explain the search process to all mem-
bers of the congregation on March 6.

A question was raised about the role of the Leadership Development Committee (LDC) in the selection of
a search committee for a settled minister. Our bylaws state that (1) we will use one of the search and candi-
dating procedures recognized by the UUA and (2) that members of the ministerial search committee will be
nominated by the LDC and elected by the congregation. Major questions remain about how/where the LDC’s
nominating function fits into the UUA process. Rev. Jennie agreed to inform Rev. Alderman about this dilem-
ma before she makes her consultant visit in March.

COMMITTEE REPORTS

Finance Committee The Annual Canvass will begin with a celebration on Sunday morning, Febru-
ary 28. The solicitation of pledges and collection of signed pledge cards will take place in cottage meetings
held in members’ homes. Sixteen families have agreed to host cottage meetings; a member of the Finance
Committee and a Board Member will attend each cottage meeting; Rev. Jennie will attend about half of them.

UUCCWebsite Ad Hoc Committee Members of this group are Regina Moody, Donald Griggs, Caro-
line Eastman, Marc Drews, Andrea Dudick, and Brian Dudick. They have made progress this month and plan
to launch the new website March 4, 2016.

NEW BUSINESS

Endowment Committee Member The Bylaws indicate there should only be one board member
serving on the Endowment Committee; currently we have three. The Board voted to have Bob Whitaker re-
place Linda Brennison on the Endowment Committee. Another board member will rotate off the committee
June 30.

Air Quality in RE Wing Board members agreed that we do not need to wait for a capital fund drive
before we address the air quality issues in the RE wing. Peck estimated diagnostic tests costing $1500 and
air duct cleaning costing $3425. Linda reported that we have a savings account set aside for “rainy day”
problems. The Board voted to proceed with air testing and duct cleaning to be paid for by the UUCC savings
account, the total cost not to exceed $5,000.

Minutes summarized by Sandy Chubon, Secretary
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Meetings & Rentals

Board of Trustees Meeting
Bon Voyage

Children & Youth RE Committee

Choir

Committee Night (starts with din-
ner)

CUUP's, Gaia's Rising

Forum
Green Committee
Knit or Not

Membership Committee
Visitor Orientation
Science & Religion
September Set

Social Action Committee
Technology Committee
UU Animal Ministry

UU Book Club
UU Humanist
UU Partner Church Committee

Women's Book Club
Writing Group

Rentals
La Leche League

Sitting with Sadness

Tai Chi  803-772-9557

columbia.sc@taoist.org
Meditation

Men’s AA
Agnostic AA
Women’s AA

Wednesday, May 18
Every Wednesday
Sunday, TBA
Sunday, May 22
Wednesday, June 1

Every Thursday
Every Sunday

TBA
Every Monday

Sunday, June 5
Sunday, May 15

2" Thursday
Friday, May 27
Wednesday, June 5
Wednesday, June 1
Wednesday, May 11
Sunday, May 22

4™ Thursday

Contact: Lee Minghi, 798-
0904; Carita Barr, 782-
0053; or Susan Robinson,
446-0675

2" Tuesday
2nd Tuesday

3rd Tuesdays

Every Monday Starting Au-
gust 8
Every Thursday

Every Monday
Every Tuesday
Every Sunday
Every Wednesday

6:30 pm
7:00 pm
12:30 pm
9:30 am
6:00 pm

7:30 pm
9:30 am
6:30 pm
7:00 pm

12:15 pm
12:15 pm
7:00 pm
6:00 pm
7:00 pm
6:00 pm
6:00 pm
6:30 pm
7:00 pm
7:00 pm

7:00 pm
6:30 pm

6-8pm
7-8:15 pm

6:30 pm

7:00 pm
6:30 pm
5:00 pm
6:30 pm

Social Hall

Member's Home
Classroom # 8
Sanctuary

Dinner in the Social Hall

Library

Library
Classroom # 8
Classroom # 8

Classroom #8
Library
Classroom # 8
Social Hall
Classroom # 8
Workroom 1
Classroom # 5

Member’'s Home
Classroom # 8

Classroom # 8

Classroom # 8
Classroom # 5

Classroom # 5

Social Hall

Social Hall

Library
Social Hall
Library
Library
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The Seven Principles of Unitarian Universalism

Grateful for the religious pluralism that enriches and ennobles our faith, we are inspired to deepen our understanding
and expand our vision. We covenant to affirm and promote:

The inherent worth and dignity of every person

Justice, equity, and compassion in human relationships

Acceptance of one another and encouragement of spiritual growth in our congregations

A free and responsible search for truth and meaning

The right of conscience and the use of the democratic process within our congregations and society at large
The goal of world community with peace, liberty, and justice for all

Respect for the interdependent web of existence of which we are a part

Nk B

If these principles reflect your understanding of the world and appeal to your sense of spiritual fulfillment, we invite
you to consider membership in the Unitarian Universalist Congregation of Columbia. If you would like to discuss
membership or if you would simply like more information, please speak to any member of the Membership Commit-
tee or of the Board of Trustees.

UUCC Board of Trustees

Co-Presidents, Marc & Patty Drews president@uucolumbia.org
President-Elect, Phil Turner president-elect@uucolumbia.org
Treasurer, Linda Brennison treasurer@uucolumbia.org
Secretary, Sandy Chubon secretary@uucolumbia.org

Members at Large, Donald Griggs, Janet Swigler, Richard Culler, Tim VanDenBerg, Patrick Saucier

Past President, Regina Moody, ex officio pastpresident@uucolumbia.org
Finance Chair, Joe Long, ex officio financechair@uucolumbia.org
UUCC Staff

Interim Minister Rev. Jennie Barrington, interim@uucolumbia.org
Administrator Andrea Dudick, uucc@uucolumbia.org

Director Religious Education Stephanie Palmer-Smith, dre@uucolumbia.org
Bookkeeper Ginny Verne, bookkeeper@uucolumbia.org
Custodian Jeff Kruse, uucc@uucolumbia.org

Religious Education Assistant Morgan Hanes, reassist@uucolumbia.org

Address: 2701 Heyward St, Columbia, SC 29205

Phone — Office (803) 799-0845 Help us update our mailing list. To delete or change your ad-
Special Events Line — (803) 200-2824 dress, Email: uucc@uucolumbia.org
Office Hours — Mon.— Fri. 9:15 am — 1:45 pm Like us on Facebook: www.facebook.com/uucolumbia

UUCC Forum: http://uufc.19.forumer.com
Website: www.uucolumbia.org

Unitarian_
Universalist

Congregation of Columbia

T'\_’ ~-
Y
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